Alpha-thalassemia major presenting in a term neonate without hydrops.
We describe the clinical and pathologic features of an unusual case of alpha-thalassemia major in a patient who survived to term and lived for 9 days. The neonate was nonhydropic and the clinical picture was dominated by severe hypoxia with pulmonary hypertension. The diagnosis was not suspected until postnatal examination of the blood smear, which prompted the performance of hemoglobin electrophoresis and subsequent molecular confirmation. This case illustrates that alpha-thalassemia major should be in the differential diagnosis of hypoxic neonates even in the absence of hydrops.